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Currently, fellowships reduce the tuition costs for 

MFA candidates by one-third each year, on average. 

We are working to significantly increase available 

fellowship support and to offer more full scholarships 

for the most promising MFA candidates. 

 • NAMED, ONE-YEAR FELLOWSHIP GIFTS BEGIN AT $10,000

 • ENDOWED FELLOWSHIP GIFTS BEGIN AT $100,000

 • ENDOWED FELLOWSHIP GIFT SUPPORTING FULL TUITION 

FOR ONE STUDENT ARTIST, $1.2 MILLION

GOAL:

MAINTAIN OUR STATUS 

AS THE SCHOOL OF FIRST 

CHOICE FOR THE MOST 

TALENTED STUDENT 

ARTISTS IN THE WORLD.

ART SCHOOL OF FIRST CHOICEART SCHOOL OF FIRST CHOICE

The principal mandate for MFA candidates pursuing 

graduate education is the production of creative 

work. Many student projects—including films, plays, 

novels, and visual art installations—require funds 

to be realized. These works of the highest caliber 

are immensely important in launching the students’ 

professional careers.  

 • NAMED PRODUCTION FUNDS BEGIN AT $10,000

 • LEADERSHIP SUPPORT FOR THE PRODUCTION OF NEW 

WORK BEGINS AT $100,000
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GLOBAL 
ART 
SCHOOL

GOAL:

MAXIMIZE OUR POSITION AS 

THE WORLD’S MOST GLOBAL 

ART SCHOOL, LOCATED IN 

THE MOST DIVERSE CITY, 

FOCUSED ON ADDRESSING 

COMPLEX PROBLEMS.
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The School of the Arts is deeply committed to 

providing fellowship support for international 

students and to providing assistance to all students 

taking part in global-focused learning. 

Many School of the Arts students seek global 

opportunities during their studies. They research 

novels, shoot original films on location, attend 

seminars and workshops, and showcase their work 

at international exhibitions and at festivals. Faculty 

members also travel extensively for their own 

research and to accompany students on academic 

programs. Providing a guaranteed travel experience 

for all students would greatly enhance the learning 

environment to allow students to engage the global 

professional art worlds they will inhabit once they 

graduate.

 • NAMED, ONE-YEAR FELLOWSHIP GIFTS FOR 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BEGIN AT $10,000

 • ENDOWED FELLOWSHIP FUND FOR INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENTS BEGINS AT $100,000

 • LEADERSHIP SUPPORT FOR THE GLOBAL TRAVEL FUND FOR 

STUDENT BEGINS AT $5,000 

 • ENDOWED FUND FOR STUDENT TRAVEL BEGINS AT 

$100,000

GLOBAL ART SCHOOLGLOBAL ART SCHOOL
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TEACHING
AND
CURRICULUM

GOAL:

EXPAND AND STRENGTHEN 

THE EXCELLENCE OF 

THE GRADUATE AND 

UNDERGRADUATE 

CURRICULA IN THE ARTS.
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The School of the Arts faculty is comprised of a 

diverse community of talented, visionary artists, 

film and theatre directors, writers of poetry, fiction, 

and nonfiction, playwrights, producers, critics, and 

scholars from around the world. Faculty members 

encourage students to grow individually through 

intensive engagement with their craft and lively, often 

profound exchanges of ideas and work.

Endowed professorships—the highest distinction a 

university can bestow on deserving faculty members—

enable the School to attract, recognize, and retain 

exceptional artists and scholars. Supporting such 

positions brings great honor to recipients, while 

providing for faculty salaries and dedicated research 

funds that can be applied to new areas of inquiry, 

further enhancing the School in key disciplines.

Enhancing opportunities for undergraduate majors 

in Film and Media Studies, Visual Arts, and Creative 

Writing is a priority in the coming decades. Expanding 

courses and improving equipment will enrich the 

undergraduate experience. 

 • UNDERGRADUATE ARTS LEADERSHIP GIFTS BEGIN AT 

$25,000

 • SUPPORT A SEMESTER-LONG VISITING POSITION FOR A 

SENIOR ARTS PRACTITIONER, $50,000

 • ENDOW A SEMESTER-LONG, VISITING FACULTY POSITION, 

$1 MILLION 

 • NAME A FACULTY CHAIR, $3 MILLION

TEACHING AND CURRICULUMTEACHING AND CURRICULUM
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ENHANCED 
FACILITIES

GOAL:

TRANSFORM OUR 

PRODUCTION FACILITIES 

FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

To provide our students with the best possible 

environments in which to study and produce new 

work, as well as to be competitive with our peer 

institutions, we must regularly improve and enhance 

the capabilities of the spaces that make up our 

“production plant.” We are committed to upgrading 

studios, classrooms, and theaters, and to investing in 

technology and equipment across all art disciplines.

 • RENOVATIONS OF THE FILM SCREENING ROOM, THEATERS, 

AND VISUAL ARTS STUDIOS IN PRENTIS HALL AND DODGE 

HALL BEGIN AT $100,000

INFORMATION ON NAMING OPPORTUNITIES AT THE LENFEST 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

14



NEXUS 
FOR ART 
AND 
CULTURE

GOAL:

INCREASE COLUMBIA’S 

IMPORTANCE AS A NEXUS 

FOR ART AND CULTURE 

WHILE DEEPENING 

COLLABORATIONS WITH 

ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 

THROUGHOUT 

NEW YORK CITY.
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The Lenfest Center for the Arts will transform both 

the Columbia campus and northern Manhattan. It 

will feature exciting new work—festivals, showcases, 

and exhibitions—that will animate the space and 

draw varied audiences daily from Columbia, the 

neighborhood, New York City, and around the world.

 • SUPPORT FOR A NEW FESTIVAL OR SHOWCASE, $25,000

 • SUPPORT FOR A YEAR OF PROGRAMMING AT THE LENFEST 

CENTER, $250,000

 • ENDOWED FUND SUPPORTING YEAR-LONG PROGRAMMING 

AT THE LENFEST CENTER, $5 MILLION

The Lenfest Center features important work from 

all four graduate programs of the School of the 

Arts—thesis exhibitions for Visual Arts, showcases in 

Theatre and Writing, and the Columbia University 

Film Festival. These events are critical to the 

education of MFA students and to launching their 

careers.

 • SUPPORT FOR STUDENT EXHIBITIONS AND SHOWCASES 

BEGINS AT $10,000

 • NAMED LEADERSHIP SUPPORT FOR EXHIBITIONS AND 

SHOWCASES, $100,000

 • ENDOW AND NAME THE VISUAL ARTS EXHIBITION, FILM 

FESTIVAL, WRITING SHOWCASE & ANTHOLOGY OR 

THEATRE PRESENTATIONS, $2 MILLION

NEXUS FOR ART AND CULTURENEXUS FOR ART AND CULTURE
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Ongoing collaborations with arts organizations and 

arts-focused corporations throughout New York 

provide graduate students with opportunities to 

participate in internships or apprenticeships. The 

School of the Arts seeks to enhance the internship 

program by deepening partnerships with a range of 

arts organizations and providing students with greater 

living stipends. Substantive, hands-on experience is 

critical for bridging classroom learning and making 

students eligible for more challenging positions when 

they graduate.  

 • SUPPORT FOR INTERNSHIPS OR APPRENTICESHIPS BEGINS 

AT $10,000

 • ENDOWED INTERNSHIP FUND BEGINS AT $100,000

Faculty and students regularly participate in programs 

that engage the surrounding community, including 

neighborhood schools serving K-12 students. These 

activities have dual benefits, serving local constituents 

and providing MFA students with work experience as 

teaching artists. 

 • SUPPORT FOR ARTS/COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS BEGINS 

AT $10,000

NEXUS FOR ART AND CULTURENEXUS FOR ART AND CULTURE
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