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December 2023

We hope you are having a wonderful holiday season! 

Looking for some alumni holiday inspiration? Check out the Netflix holiday movie Best. Christmas. Ever!,
line produced by John Foss ’13, or the Christmas slasher novella Candy Cain Kills by Brian McAuley
’13.

Do you have some work, holiday-themed or otherwise, to share? Update us on what you’re working on.
In addition to sharing alumni news on our Class Notes page, we’re posting daily on our Alumni
Facebook  and Twitter, accounts, and our newly minted Instagram page!

We hope you enjoy December’s Alumni Newsletter. This month, we are spotlighting Poetry alum,
Terese Svoboda '78 and our Artists’ Resource Center section includes tips on writing a great cover
letter! Don’t forget to follow the Artists’ Resource Center’s LinkedIn page to find grant, fellowship, and
residency opportunities.

We are taking a break over the holidays. Our next newsletter will be in February. We hope you each
have a joyful holiday season and wishing you all the best in 2024.
 
With warm regards,

1. Alumni Events: Past and Upcoming
2. Special Announcement about Career Expo
3. Alumni News
4. Alumni Spotlight
5. In Memoriam
6. Career Development Tips from the Artists’ Resource Center
7. Alumni Benefits

https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=5defee98aafd91c8f51b0c96a37b2e8a2b93d1335a477d3f386c9a70ae46967a8ad3c3843d9f0f0063e08d3e5fce44dd
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=c70278d3cf258654034237ae1cdc3dbabaa71c227638c122063a38ffac453c9582e25e31677edfd2ce0f13ba4a11f140
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=b350ce5e0cbccdd35817ba05ae7f9c91d8fcff3badc15502e737914bc0a8c56fde37f2867e8dd55223146031c02514d6
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=8f8456ffe93cd51acc10fd1dd2d0ed338074989fa748f89fb93632f555e753049a5833f83e0f4bf86f834d5c40969de2
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=4349052d3868eb825142abaa51d545a4a200fd6b4036de513d26a052eb636adc4ab0953ee59d0a3983e48453e7bcfc2a
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=16c562a218871cbf7f43a5d62d0fea4f7c9c526d6ea56f23bc1798b458b95c474c6f07843e383b94c034a8fbe22b38e2
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=4da6ce34c99ca623e5f38e57a6e424a4d303fa99637440048d8068bb06774b6eff0b1097ee74a98bef2fd68fc5f49b07
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=ae10aed28c04dd6c2df6c889ed6beb7e3790d5d187848d1c4ee2708f37400728382fa6cdeab354873c9de5d82867cdd0
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Photo: Jose Zuniga '17 (right) and John Marquez stand in front of a piece from Jose's solo exhibition Cusp at Marquez Art Projects. Photo by Kevin Beltrán.

Art Basel 2023 

Art Basel Miami Beach 2023 hosted a notable group of SOA alumni exhibitions.

CHECK OUT ALUMNI

 

Sundance Film Festival 2024
 

Are you showing at Sundance? Let us know!

If you're at the festival, be sure to attend our
exclusive alumni party!

I HAVE A FILM AT SUNDANCE

Crafting Story with
Acclaimed Writer/Directors

Tuesday, January 9, 7 p.m. PT

Join CUE in Beverly Hills for an exclusive conversation
with Susanna Fogel '02CC (co-writer of Booksmart and

director of Cat Person), and Olivia Newman '12SOA
(writer/director of First Match and director of Where the

Crawdads Sing). Moderated by Katherine Chang (Co-

https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=d2a6ab65b025cb4098de8473ab0b88709918a4eb373adcb7e2c0862fdf2a9cb33ca31fe994fb5b37e795879091f79529
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=f64f293600b130d66f74459021bbc56f7533ea0574df5d4dac10ce8fdae5ea202aac4cf84b28f4cc81c8073683aadf5f
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RSVP FOR ALUMNI PARTY
President of CUE), the panelists will discuss their

professional journeys, writing process, and directing for
television and features.

RSVP

 

Calling All Alumni Employers!
 

Looking to expand your candidate pool? Join SOA and 6 other graduate schools for a 
virtual Career Expo on Feb. 15th.

The expo is a unique opportunity to connect with a talent pool of graduate students from across the university. There is
no cost to attend and employers can choose their preferred schedule.

Please note: registration is open to employers only at this time. We will send an announcement when students and
alumni can register, likely in late January. Stay tuned!

REGISTER HERE

 

https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=637fb0777368ae4a713fd4d8170850e3633b9af58aa6e80a9aae99613c2f8ee51eac80a6787dc8efc894c5f6f1e7a768
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=d8f31d06f3b76571f4a558e0c9202c7b4f33895aa6eef12d04d9f02ab91acf32fa16b08f637197ec368d66201cad3ef8
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=8c568f605b9cb6211e226ec0258dacfc71fc1b9c71d92cab55a58c707c0e4ad907f8d2af991439ce7dd5d52cf03bb9ea
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So They Say (Así Dicen), directed by Natalia
Luque Barrios ’22, written by Natalia and
Cecilia Otero ’22 and produced by Cecilia and
Donovan Tolledo ’22, recently screened at the
PÖFF Shorts Film Festival, the Guadalajara Film
Festival, and the Temecula Film Festival.

Motherland, directed by Christina Yoon ’21, co-
written by Christina and Minkyu Kang ’22, and
produced by Jungyoon Kim ’20 & Grace
Merriman ’21, won the award for Best Narrative
Short Film at the Provincetown International Film
Festival, making it Oscar eligible.

Brysen Boyd ’20 has been named one of twelve
finalists for the 21st annual Page 73 Playwriting
Fellowship. (Photo Credit: Page 73)

Beth Raymer’s ’08 debut novel Fireworks Every
Night made Oprah Daily’s Top Ten Novels of 2023.
(Photo Credit: Oprah Daily)

The Flea Theater has appointed Dr. Lauren Britt-
Elmore ‘02 as its Executive Director. (Photo
Credit: Playbill)

Melis Aker ’18 has been selected as a
Theatre503 503Five Resident Writer. (Photo Credit:
Broadway World) 

https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=679b9e4468fa6dea9758262d8862e996203ca7f610cfd40620d7305d4303f44df18b98c7a3bf3c35f79381c244ad3c38
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=679b9e4468fa6dea9758262d8862e996203ca7f610cfd40620d7305d4303f44df18b98c7a3bf3c35f79381c244ad3c38
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=59d55b7a4f80a41a777b3ccfb9c195d427ab703778631480c11f98ccc626b6a87bf06db38c90d0786350a83c5fe6fc34
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=59d55b7a4f80a41a777b3ccfb9c195d427ab703778631480c11f98ccc626b6a87bf06db38c90d0786350a83c5fe6fc34
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=de44a4cdb265b05ad4660c41c5a6b11ede5de42106affe5ac79099c0ed599193a69abc79e8f3fe743352d80835ea6a32
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=de44a4cdb265b05ad4660c41c5a6b11ede5de42106affe5ac79099c0ed599193a69abc79e8f3fe743352d80835ea6a32
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=a2bcf58a1db9204d8e66051388fcaa86c2a83be706244cffc7bc5b84633e97d3d3a3eaf68a66d62ee65a17a6af9e0181
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=a2bcf58a1db9204d8e66051388fcaa86c2a83be706244cffc7bc5b84633e97d3d3a3eaf68a66d62ee65a17a6af9e0181
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=295b1bfd682db3f3799f1f330681486cab6c18f2af335ee55201e6ff4fe304bcd53663a269ae5e74f7807af84302484f
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=295b1bfd682db3f3799f1f330681486cab6c18f2af335ee55201e6ff4fe304bcd53663a269ae5e74f7807af84302484f
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=d0cbc753e65e72b20d044c0f5bab209067ad70f5ccc87754858ff3dbdc9221673ccd8e8a708ee143b54974a5f796caea
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=d0cbc753e65e72b20d044c0f5bab209067ad70f5ccc87754858ff3dbdc9221673ccd8e8a708ee143b54974a5f796caea


1/10/24, 2:41 PM LionMail Mail - School of the Arts Alumni Newsletter | December 2023

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=7f1b093829&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1787733625104881168&simpl=msg-f:1787733625104881168 5/8

Jeffrey Meris ’19 takes part in the group
exhibition And Ever an Edge as a Studio Museum
Artist in Residence at the MoMA PS1. Meris’ work
will be on view through April 8th, 2024. (Photo
Credit: Kris Graves, MoMA PS1)

Fadl Fakhouri ’22 debuts their photo work as
part of the group show Eyes, Divided: A Photo-
Surrealism Exhibition, on view through December
18, 2023 at Mi Casa & Photodom in New York.
(Photo Credit: Fadl Fakhouri)

https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=67b06f1cc607ea9083cd43297a875f60b185fec3c5f40bbe6f65094a21bead9d701124467b409feee06000c74454fbc6
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=67b06f1cc607ea9083cd43297a875f60b185fec3c5f40bbe6f65094a21bead9d701124467b409feee06000c74454fbc6
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=7c64c1e043c10545d63547419a5b3c7061968569047aac41316cd6ca007d38d554a9867c2886b37d18c3380f7927ce46
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=7c64c1e043c10545d63547419a5b3c7061968569047aac41316cd6ca007d38d554a9867c2886b37d18c3380f7927ce46
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=fc3cb77b32e2b6d5f649f7ee71f7e9dde97527a10accfa371d92a2e159d373e90affa6feaae05a94ebbd28fd6acad8a7
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=fc3cb77b32e2b6d5f649f7ee71f7e9dde97527a10accfa371d92a2e159d373e90affa6feaae05a94ebbd28fd6acad8a7
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Photo by Beowulf Sheehan

Terese Svoboda '78, author of 22 books of poetry, fiction, memoir, biography, and translations from the
Nuer, has received the Guggenheim, Bobst Prize in fiction, Iowa Poetry Prize, NEH translation grant,
Graywolf Nonfiction Prize, Jerome Foundation Prize in Video, the Appleman for a libretto, NEA media
grants, the O. Henry Award, and Pushcart Prize for the essay. Three-time winner of the New York
Foundation for the Arts fellowship, she has been awarded Headlands, James Merrill, Yaddo, MacDowell,
Bogliasco, Hermitage, Hawthorden, and Bellagio residencies. Her opera WET premiered at RedCat
Theater in L.A.'s Disney Hall, and this year she was invited to the Sorbonne to discuss her work. Dog on
Fire, her eighth novel, has just been published. Her eighth book of fiction, the novel Roxy and Coco, and
The Long Swim, her third collection and winner of the Juniper Prize, will be published in 2024.

Was there a specific faculty member or peer who especially inspired you while at the School of
the Arts? If so, who and how?
 
Fanny Howe was an adjunct when she so tenderly surrounded my poems with her astute commentary.
Not that much older than myself, she struck me as having such a strong sense of vocation despite the
clamor of the world—okay, sex and the city—that to dedicate oneself to anything else was a waste of
time.

How did attending the School of the Arts impact your work and career as an artist?
 
I came with a BFA in both studio art and creative writing from the University of British Columbia and was
lucky my first year to continue work in ceramics while attending classes in poetry barefoot with my little
dog. The School allowed me to take a year's leave of absence to make films and translate in the Cook
Islands and Sudan. On my return, I met Grace Paley in the office who, seeing the baby strapped to my
chest, gave me the best advice of my career: "Low rent."

What were the most pressing social/political issues on the minds of the students when you were
here?
   
The brilliant poet David Shapiro smoked a cigar in the president's office amidst the Vietnam protests a
few years earlier—and whatever he had to say as an instructor about nearly any area of literature was
riveting. But by then, the women's movement was ascendant, and I became a member of a women's
poetry group that was very strict about appropriate subjects.

What was your favorite or most memorable class while at the School of the Arts?
   
Dan Halpern taught a class reviewing the most current books of poetry and would sometimes gather us
in his spacious apartment in the 30s, headquarters of his Antaeus press. I lived a block away in an old
office building not really converted into living space. We snuck into the hotel across the street for
showers and scrounged through the garbage for chairs. Poetry could pay was the lesson I absorbed, but
one that I had to quickly rethink.

What were the first steps you took after graduating?
   
Since I'd returned that second year with a film project on Sudanese people, I'd had some experience
raising money for media. I took a job at the Columbia Translation Center to develop a film series they
were proposing about oral traditions around the world.

What advice would you give to recent graduates?
   
Everyone expects to be published a minute after graduation, preferably before. After years of teaching at
many institutions—including SOA—I observed that most graduates take ten years to publish. So relax.
Don't measure your progress against anybody else's. Make your story or collection of poems yours, not
your peers or instructors.
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David Burr Gerrard '07

We are saddened to announce the death of David Burr
Gerrard '07, beloved Fiction alumnus. He was the author of
two acclaimed novels – Short Century and The Epiphany
Machine . The latter novel was called "a wildly charming,
morally serious bildungsroman with the rare potential to
change the way readers think." A beloved writing instructor,
he taught courses on writing at the New School,
Manhattanville College, and other venues, where he
imparted his craft and love of literature to hundreds of
emerging authors. He was a devoted husband and father,
heavily involved in his daughter's extracurricular activities
and education, and a constant source of love and
inspiration to his brother. 

Quick Tips: Cover Letter 101

Have you ever wondered- what is a cover letter? What’s the difference between a cover letter and those
short self-introductory paragraphs you write when you send out an application email? How’s it different
from your resume? Do you even need a cover letter? The Artists’ Resource Center is here to help you
write a compelling cover letter that distinguishes you from other applicants and gets the attention of
recruiters. 

A cover Letter is a one-page business letter that you submit when applying for a job, along with your
resume. Here is all you need to know about a writing a standout cover letter:

Format: As a business letter, the structure usually includes a heading in the same format of your
resume, 3-4 body paragraphs, and your signature including a closing and your name. 

Objective: The goal of writing a cover letter is to showcase to the employer how your experiences and
skillsets match the position, highlighting your strengths and your enthusiasm for the position. 

Consider a cover letter as a complement to your resume. While your resume might focus on
results and achievements, a cover letter highlights how you successfully accomplished those duties and
made an impact. If a resume is like a quantitative survey where you demonstrate your results in
numbers, a cover letter is the qualitative component where you provide in-depth information of your
compatibility with the position.

Writing Tips: Tailor each cover letter to one specific position. Identify the employer's key words and
use them. For example, if the employer is looking for someone with leadership skills, write about an
experience where you took the lead on a team and how you led the team to achieve the best outcome.
Also keep in mind to always make positive statements.

Not sure where to begin? Check out this article with more tips and examples!

https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=04347e790baba2d39549d63ab3af10201ff566cdaed245cddc4ee4ea44d2322b27929d6b75dcd660e2f6e7e35ec0536c
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=04347e790baba2d39549d63ab3af10201ff566cdaed245cddc4ee4ea44d2322b27929d6b75dcd660e2f6e7e35ec0536c
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=bfaaed0da29b1bd0640a0d90c28226cba775b266c851034a81a6d7e187b8e281be185d23c542a8e1eeb2d9ee3022db23
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=7772a3327ab378f5ff4ef838ffcd6e5d72f7ced8f771ea9637245c84c1fe3489e6c1d797c28f6d55a452929a06803d84
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Artists' Resource Center (ARC)
Update Your Contact Information
Email Forwarding & CU Address
Online Alumni Community
CAA Arts Access
Complete List of Benefits

Office of Alumni Affairs

Columbia University School of the Arts
305 Dodge Hall, MC 1808

2960 Broadway
New York, NY, 10027

arts.columbia.edu/alumni-affairs
artsalum@columbia.edu

 

Keep in Touch

      
Office of Alumni Affairs

Columbia University
Columbia University

622 West 113th Street 
New York, NY, 10025, US

email: artsalum@columbia.edu

© 2016 Columbia University. All rights reserved.
Unsubscribe jp3709@columbia.edu from this list, or update your profile.

https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=f3305bca445ce6575ec842ee6f0b0dec851475871e7cb010a000e4bad4fbd89f5f6d4f02f7cea24da9194cf80b6ca23b10601dc68e49e602
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=ff156330bb44af55f731a1cbd1c3413f5b5cc4674da8197f6790a0774c47c0fd75dd64a947f9c320a0dc38431dabcaf0622a20ff65331c2f
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=39d2b07683b2b82714872287abdba16c6c248fea8c4d4871d47654c0b79ba897bcfb0c3669ecf9550a968ad3f73bfa352ea15d9f5a1dee3c
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=d3ad4536fb2bdd6ebccf22998f7a0b7a71c253c38e012a8dbac70f4637fd0117af382e1b4684086ca4caecddd3fd4ae0f5a818f45b2f33f0
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=8a4aaab38cc4cf1e489524872782e9e8d4520bcbe2b3115b922602f82e16f71a69e95f39508c9ce4417de0259b0d3647348b7fd80b05eca0
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=a0d40e76c9929b43ed7c0908c3c7b3d02e48eaa2f75dead628e4c761603f96eb0f8f050dd39402b0877d7a8556a908253a453b66ddb0dd92
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2960+Broadway+%0D%0A%09New+York,+NY,+10027?entry=gmail&source=g
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=380f07a01ed842d93b516febde8d74ca17ca494f6526c5238b04b8a755a09a479d9f35875f8ee0f03a03756667c07932
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=380f07a01ed842d93b516febde8d74ca17ca494f6526c5238b04b8a755a09a479d9f35875f8ee0f03a03756667c07932
mailto:artsalum@columbia.edu?subject=
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=ccdb98dffc94b57278db5fd3d48171fc77d34f1357ac07d517efe2fb1a4096fb28457cce3ac4015164455712c166cc0a
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=ccdb98dffc94b57278db5fd3d48171fc77d34f1357ac07d517efe2fb1a4096fb28457cce3ac4015164455712c166cc0a
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=4d6132b4a066bc7bae72b77ddbe6256511ce6b7d3acff1b097acc727983b9b700033b3254629cf74b2c38f74c0edbe03
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=4d6132b4a066bc7bae72b77ddbe6256511ce6b7d3acff1b097acc727983b9b700033b3254629cf74b2c38f74c0edbe03
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=174ecb69bcab03721b5038edfb504cc492672f74eb18843476adfc4079d9d473c0640ec8923126395e44703b9c9ddd50
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=174ecb69bcab03721b5038edfb504cc492672f74eb18843476adfc4079d9d473c0640ec8923126395e44703b9c9ddd50
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=8a6d4913a6b5aae440d367fdc274b0c8a996bc0980f80b85fc59a52241c7cf7344fca9652bdcb994ff6d1c73e591bed9
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=8a6d4913a6b5aae440d367fdc274b0c8a996bc0980f80b85fc59a52241c7cf7344fca9652bdcb994ff6d1c73e591bed9
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=9e83ffea7f402ed8086e841a26afa2948a6a122de056d32d4009bbce022b5469c08696f2c6594d96789add619215edf2
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=9e83ffea7f402ed8086e841a26afa2948a6a122de056d32d4009bbce022b5469c08696f2c6594d96789add619215edf2
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=8aa95b32cc93989488175d3b3842f4c484c16aebd429025f8046a365ef7c536e90a5286e8f98419c6d1345a58366f49d
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=8aa95b32cc93989488175d3b3842f4c484c16aebd429025f8046a365ef7c536e90a5286e8f98419c6d1345a58366f49d
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=859b4fe72b68c36011790617afc5c66f549e9d344251f9f089ecde072b3176e6e0362e3a13bd150d984f3268754d3643
https://click.info.alumdev.columbia.edu/?qs=859b4fe72b68c36011790617afc5c66f549e9d344251f9f089ecde072b3176e6e0362e3a13bd150d984f3268754d3643
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